I am sure some people must question why I include an "astronomy" heading in the references section. I have several reasons some more easily justified than others. First, I like to remind people that the history of near infrared spectroscopy began through Herschel's astronomical interests because I believe that history is important. The importance of history is that we should not forget what has already been discovered and also to enable us to understand how and why developments occurred. Second, some of the astronomical research which is concerned with NIR spectroscopy has direct relevance to terrestrial studies and it ought to be part of our general current awareness. Stars are used in the Antarctic as energy sources for atmospheric ozone analysis and perhaps one day (or should it be night!) the knowledge of good NIR energy sources (Ref. 732) in the heavens could be useful. Finally, there is the more obscure philosophical idea that "looking to the stars" implies an enquiring state of mind which must be a requisite for all researchers. It is this thought that leads me into looking at what our abstracts tell us about the current Diary 1993 30 direction of research in NIR spectroscopy.
One of the most obvious changes in directions is negative in that the last few years has seen a reduction of activity in agricultural applications and in this issue there are NO agricultural applications. This is more the result of the loss of funding suffered by agricultural science in many parts of the world rather than the proposition that there is "no more useful work to be done". In contrast to this negative reaction all other indicators are very positive. Near infrared spectroscopy is firmly established in the field of clinical chemistry; show that it is being used not only for blood oxygenation level but also for cytochrome oxidase, lipid, and protein analysis. Lodder's work (Ref. 737) opens up a whole new area in the use of imaging spectroscopy. Chemistry, pharmaceuticals and process control are currently the most robust areas of research and they indicate two trends of vital importance. One is that NIR spectroscopy is becoming more international and the second is that there is a growing number of papers which include NIR measurements as ONE of several techniques employed in a particular study. Both trends indicate This conference aims to discuss important recent developments in both animal feed and human food applications. Diary the growing acceptance of NIR spectroscopy as part of the normal range of techniques to be used whenever it is appropriate and thus all countries engaged in research need experts in NIR spectroscopy. The fact that new areas of NIR research continue to be found is also demonstrated by Jim Miller's article on NIR fluorescence spectroscopy.
This leads me to two requests (I am sorry they are repeat requests). PLEASE send us a copy of your paper so that we are certain to include it in the references. [If you enclose a re-worded abstract we will use it). PLEASE could we have your views not only on the abstracts but also your general likes and dislikes about the contents of the newsletter we can only improve if we have feed-back! Tony Davies 27 October, Birmingham, UK. The Forgotten Herschel Region: Advances in NIR Spectroscopy. A.M.C. Davies, NNIRC, 75 Intwood Road, Cringleford, Norwich NR4 6AA, UK. Fax: +44 603 250328. 9 November, Osaka, Japan. 9th Symposium on NIR Spectroscopy. Sumio Kawano, National Food Research Institute, 2-1-2 Kannondai, Tsukuba 305, Japan. This is the first time that this symposium has been held outside Tokyo. It will cover spectroscopic methods of analysis (UV, visible, IR, NMR, ESR, acoustic etc.) as well as NIR.
